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TO''T.H5E 


READER. 


He Jeſuites by their undiſcerned 
S In/muations have Bewitched the 
© People into ſuch a ſuſpicions, tur- 
bulent, and diſloyal vein, that the Scenes. 
al their Labouring Minds are nothing 
but the ſuppoſed Tyrannovus Intrigues of _ 
His Majeſty,&c.their Reſolutions edg'd 
for a Reformation, and. all their Diſ- 
. courſe repreſents to the life their Inward 
Thoughts, for they will not ſpeak a good 
word of His Majeſty, but talk altogether 
of bis oblique and ugly Proceetlings. ( as 
they tearm his Royal Proſecution of the 
Publick Good) condemning him in every 
thing that he does, if the Action be not 
Commenifurate to that narrow Scheme of 
Juſtice and Policy which they embrace, 


as if forſooth the V aft Aﬀeairs of State 
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muit needs be couched in the Module of 
every Mechamiek, | 
A Refleftion- on the unreaſonableneſs 
of thi 'Immadeſty\ aud. Cenloriouſnels 
in the Vulgar , prompted me to write 
down in vacant Hours my T honghts of it 
for my own private ſatufattion : So that 
that muſt excuſe me for Publiſhing it im 
ſuch a diſorderly Method and Style , the 
confſedneſs of the former and the tenntty 
of the. latter reſulting from my being Iw- 
merſe tn proſecation of my Arguments, ſo 
that I could nt take, fo much care of the 
Rules of Speech to pleaſe others, but let 
it go at random mn theſe words that ſeems 
ed to be moſt expreſſive of my Thoughts, 
whether, within the Rodes. of Modern 
Engliyh, or. no, 'tw43. all one to me; for 
wy end in Publiſhing it,, was $6, -excatt 
Modeſty in Subjects, . ſo that if any by 
perufing it. hall Jearn ta pradite:thes 
Verrue, 1 have my #frre : | 
: hs | Sofarewel, #. Br. 
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THE 


JESUILI TI E 


COUNTERMIN'D: 
OR, 


An Account of a 


New PLOT. 


He Romifh Polititians, in all the Efforts of that Zeal they dif- 
cover in their Endeavours to Intreduce the Catholich: Reli- 
gion into Proteſtant Nations, never ſo wholly leatr on! any 

. particular means they uſe, as thereby to be cither diſabled, 
or diſcouraged from betaking themſelves £ apon-a Defeat of the firſt 
ard] to another that promiſes equal likelihood of Sacceſs, but 
are ever adtive in fecret 'Ambuſcade, abſconding themfelves | in the 
Dark, Umbrages of Cruel Subtilty : And though their Conffiracies m 
ſeem to the Eyes of ſome, to be Extin&t, or at leaſt Dormient, thro 
a D_ Faintneſs, and Supine Laſſitude reſulting ſromthe Fruſtra- 
tion of their InduFriow Vigilancy ; Yet thoſe that have made a more 
narrow In{peQion into their Deportment and ns, do loform us, 
that no ſooner is even one of their Capital and prime Plors unravell'd to 
the bottom, and devefted of its Clofure” with'the event,” but ( Fhus 
like”) up fprings another in the room: = Ju Hfart Contrivance, 
which if carefully Fomented by the m_ arhers, the good boneff* Ye- 


ſuits, 


2 The Jeſutte: Countermin'd, 
ſaites, is like to prove a hopeful and uſeful Inſtrument in time to pro» 
mote the mates) ye the Mather of : Witchcrafts. Nor is that Objeftion 
of any Validity which may be taken from the Diſparity between the 
Circumſtances of ours and other Nations Laws. For, ſay they, Indeed 
they may never be weary of carrying on Deſigns in other Nations, where 
there.is.no ſuch care taken to root out the wholt Race of Ignatius's Fol- 
\ lowers, thoughtthey find ſome of them tardy: But in ours, lay they, It is 
:mpoſſible for them te ſucceed any more, ſince His Majeſty-has ſo proſecu- 
red the Buſineſs home, that no. Papiſt can live in London, unleſs he take 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Siipremacy : And all thoſe that dwell in the 
Country are —_— to 4n impoſſibility of meeting in Conſultation about any 
ſuch thing : Whereas the late Plot was purſued with all Induftry, Policy, 
and Secrecy by Potent Confederates, for London abounded with Papiſts 
Incorporating almoſt whole Streets into. Romiſh Societies : And not only that 
City, but all England ſwarmed with Jeſuites and other EccleſiaFtical and 
Secular Orders. So that-indeed they might have: ſome probabilities of 
accompliſhing their Aims ; But now, the fore-mentioned Alterations of 
thele things, deprives them of any Means of bringing in their Religion 
here again... This may ſe:m at firſt ſight to have ſome ſhew of Truth, 
But if tearched ints, is but a meer plauſible Flouriſh : For - their Sar 
fuariesat:Doway and 'S. Omers, ſuperſede all the Crofſes-and Obſtru- 
ions they have met with hitherto; eſpecially if we conſider what vaſt 
Contributions have been made both by. Forezgners and. Natives toward 
the carrying on., the Phot : and they have had no Occaſion as yet, we 
may preſume, to expend ſo great a Summe. of Money ; and whether 
they be'not yet aided in the ſame manner, and their Treaſury encreaſed, 
we have.no aſſurance, This then, according to the account giyen .by 
DaRor Oazes, in ſeveral Paflages of his Narrative, and the Appendix 
thereto; andas the Event in ſome meaſure: evinces, ſeems to be. their 
Second Plorto raiſe Commotions and Rebellions in the Kingdom:By tra- 
ducing His Sacred Majeſty's Counſels and ARions, caſting Aſperſions 
and Calumnies on. whatfoever he does or intends ; and ſo by. Conſe- 
ence they would diſaffect the Kings Subjects againſt his Gavernment,. 
vegeſting to them, . that he is Tyrannically diſpos'd, . purpoling a Mo- 
nopoly of Arbitrary Rule : Notwithſtanding His Majeſty has in all His 
moves dag Publick Deportments and- TranſaRions , difcover'd Intenti- 
ons Diametrically oppoſite to-ſuch Treacherous and Uncharitable Sur- 
miles. Byt here lies the Ground of the 7eſuires Hopes. They 
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They. obferve, that as in all Alterations of State, in Wars; 
'Sieges, Rebellions, 'or any other Signal Popular Calamities, the 
Vulgar People are Impregnate with a ſtrange Turbulency and 
heat in their Spirits , which is apt to exert its ſelf in Various 
Pranks, and ſometimes in Enormous prevarications. So it is now 
in this Land : For being as it were nettled with the /ate Horrid 
Attempts of the Papifts, they cannot be = but are haraſſed in 
their Spirits by an unuſual Fervour, and this differs proportion- 
ately to their various Tempers, Educations, Converſe and Inte- 
reſts : Some {well'd by Hypocondriack Flatulencies, -preſume to 
foretel that theſe Convulltions in our Land aro certain Prodromes 
of thelaſt period and diſmal Cataſtrophe of this Lower World ; 0- 
thers provoked by peccant choler, and habitual Self-conceit, are an- 
gry withevery thing almoſt that occurs, if it have any Reference 
to the Publick: Others a@ and ſpeak after another manner, all 
as their Fancy guides them: that Faculty ( however Tinured 
with peculiar 1dea's, accommodate To the Genius of cach Indivi- 
dual )) beinggenerally Regnant among the inferiour Orders and 
Ranks of Men. | 

But that which is of greateſt Subſerviency to the Fe/ſaites ends, 
amongſt the ſeveral Humours of Plebeians, is the common pro- 
penſion of their over-heated Heads to be tampering too buſily 
_ the. Abſtruſe Myſteries of Religion, and the Great Aﬀairs 
of State. 

But I had almoſt forgot that againſt this may the former Ob- 
jeRion be urged, and that the Feſuires can make no uſe of theſe 
Extravagancies in the” Engliſh People, ſince , as hath been ſaid, 
without taking the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, none can 
ſtay in London of their Profeſſion, nor can with any great pro- 
bability be capacitated to make any Diſturbance in the Country. 4 
anſwer, hat if ſome Officers in Ireland were diſpenſed with for taking 
thoſe Oaths, upon promiſe of delivering up their truſts apon demand 
from their Contraftors or their Subſtitutes : It is as rational to con- 
ceive, that the Feſuites may diffence with themſelves , or their Miſſi- 
oners now upon a parallel account, this being as well as that, ſubordi- 
nate tothe Grand Deſign of Introducing the Romiſh Religion. 

Let it be granted then, that if they pleaſe they can allow ( ac- 


cording to their .Infallible way of reconciling ContradiQions: ) 
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Perjury in this caſe to be no Perjury, but Sacramental ouſurf 
to be Holy. Farthfſulneſs, And <an we ſuppoſe they will be back- 
ward in fendihg 'their Ms (ſioners, or coming themlelves,and ( un- 
der a new diſguiſe of Sanftiry and Loyal Obzdicnce) dwelling 
and palſing for well-meaning perfons in the Nation. ' Now this 
being granted, what hmders but that they make uſe. of the two 
fore-mentioned Propenſions in the Vulgar to Religious and Poli- 
tical Zyrhuſiaſm, make uſe of them, ay, in order 20 the accom- 
pliſhing their Deſigns. For as tothe firſt; the Irregularity and 
Fanatick Fervour in matters of Religion, it is ſefficien:ly Note- 
rious, howeaſily the Vulgar are elated into. Admiration of thoſe 
of their Seft and Fation, who ſeem Zealous in ſome trivial Mat- 
ters, asit were excit:d by a Supernatural Impulſe, perhaps only 
the Effervelcency of. predominant :Choler : 1 ſay , how natural it 
is for the lighter fort of the People, thoſe m7} di uw metres ehvery 
to be.moved into a Venerable Eſteem of theſe Blazing, and ( as 
likely) S.7udts wandering Stars, fo that whatſoever they diftate 
tothem is embraced as an Oracle, and being naturally defirous of, 
and propenſe to the Advancem..nt of that which they eſteem Re- 
ligion, they may with preat faciliry be wrogght into a dereſta- 
tion of wharſoever may beprefumed to be an Obftacle in the way 
df its promotion. Therefore here wants only a fly Feſuite to ſtep 
in, and putting on the Vizard of Holineſs and Zeal for the Chr:- 
ſtian Cauſe, to preach to them ſuch DoArines as may tend to the 
removingall locks and Impediments, telling-them, hat st is {aw- 
ful ro kill Kings that deprive them of their Liberty of Conſcience : 
However if they proceed not to {o "pt a-pitch of Audacious Vil- 
lany, yet to be fure theſe profefied* Regicides wilt not Rick to 
wound his Reputation , inſinuating ſtrange. Jealouſics into the 
Minds of the People : ' And, that, this has been the praftice .of the 
Jefmits in Scotland, and eliewhere ;, | think. there. wants but op- 
portunity of reading the Narrative ofthe late Plot Publifted- by 
Door Oztes, to.prove it.- And why may we not fuppole the 
ſame Inftruments to be ſtirring now, fince we find ſuch correſpon- 
dency inthe Event ; every pcdlmg Mechanick, orill-bred Ruftick 
preſuming to deſcanton the. Altions and Counfels of their Prince,: 
eenſuring every thing either as ill intended, or weakly proſecuted, 


Thus by an unavoidable Dilemma reducing whatever he fays or 


does 
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does; under the Gafitof Tyranny or . Folly. This js the firſt fort 
of Men whom the Feſpores : There arc another kad of Srate 
Fanatishs allo whom they Inyeagle, and by puſfing them up into 
Self-conceit, cauſe them to ſpeak. great felling Words of Vanj- 
ty, -dotingion their own lapoſturoys Suggeſtions as the Original 
Patgerns of Policy z whereas in. truth» they ac but the delirious. 
HalucinatiotSoftheir own corrupted Fancies,., , ; 
And 'here- though J: have {eemed:to:be general in wy Accuſa- 
tiaz, Lwould not be underſtood wahove due Reftrikions, neither 
do Ihink this malignant cenſorionineſs x altogether fo predomi- 
nant 48. preſent þs-it: hath been of late 3, miliake not my-deſign 
which is not to build a Rant againſt Men out of amerr angry, 
quarrelfome himmour, bur rather to prevent the danger which may 
be feared to relult from the Continvance of fo- horrible a Vice as 
this Civil Blaſphemy. is, in- the eyes of all Sober men. 69 that 
I deſire pardon.if i have already; or may hereafter in the follow- 
ing Pages ofhis/Traww/e; let-fatl any Pallage tintured- with: 300 
much Diſdain and lndigrationz for 1 afſure you,. ſuch' Repreach- 
ful Texms ;procced from-'my doing is lomerſe.in 7 Vivid Relent- 
mentof.the odioulneks'of ehis Crime, which allo. is [exploded in 
the Sacred Lines with Exprecfſions of great Deteſtation. | 
To Reſume therefore the Line of my Diſcourle, it being Con- 
ceded that it isno Groundlets Parjck, fear; thatthe 7e/nites are the 
Cheriſhers of theſe Cenſures and:Calumnies which bave hoen, and 
no doubt ſtill are Vomited forth, by the rafh and heedle(s; Vulgar. 
The next thing have to dos ts thew- the unreaſonablenchs of this 
Immodelty'.in WwbjeRts : And-after.that the danger,ot itito. them- 
ſelves and the whole Nation, if nat:ſpecdily;amendet,  : 
yt mes as to here war ar x age Haſti- 
nels, and pexemptory ———_— ingcncerning Prixces. Altzons - It 
may-well be preſumed, T bet the erves If. Gonernment are far 
above tes of Pleberans,' who. coufimmng” thee” Daſqriſtions 
10 the mere jenſoble Pranomena. inthe. Stare, their Conceptions of 
the ſubtle Cabbala's.chercaf, are kihethe Ruftich, henſions of 
Aftronemy,. rude and .incongruaa..  indocd the. ics:abg) Con 
tingencies appendant rotheir fevers] reſpetive Callings and. Gone 
ditions in the World dy lagulphing all their Thoughts and Pro- 
jets rejoR them into a'fatal Inability to take notice of tbe ear] 
| teral.; 
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reral and private Figurations, which Providence in her conſtant 
Inrotation makes on the Stream of Political Aﬀairs. ?Tis true, 
there are ſome ordinary -and vulgar Marks, by which mean Un- 
derſtandings ( though they -be. already as it were abſorpt by the 
inferiour ObjeRs of Senſe and Domeſtick Contrivance ) may yet 
trace the Motions of that great Maſter-wheel , that Matchleſs 
Engine of Divine Wiſdom, fo as not only tobe able to govern 
their own Aﬀairs with'Diſcretion, 'but alſo to make ſome ſuitable 
ConjceQures of the: Publick Intereſt : but when they- once go be- 
yond theſe, they have ventured out of their Sphere, and are moſt 
. commonly bewildered, and like Children apt to be frighted with 
their own Shadows, -thole dark ſtalking Images in the Phantaſie ; 
for being not uſed to ſee the various Springs which ſet a going 
the 'Admirable Harmony in Humane Aﬀairs, they take every 
thing for a Bugbear that-makes a great Noiſe in the World, and 
cither Heaven or Hell they think muſt have an immediate hand 
inſuch Exotick Digreſſions ; whereas theſe Diſcords do more cn- 
hance the Melody to a Judicious and Contemplative Mind, who 
knows that the greateſt and loudeſt Exorbitancies in State Aﬀairs 
are onely the. Periodical Invariations of that Nemeſis that is by 
. God interwoven in the very Texture of the Univerſe. Such an 
- One truſting only to the Calmneſs and Serenity of Reaſon, not to 
the gariſh Impoſtures of Fancyzis (as a conſequence of exquiſite and 
curious Obſervation ) very diffident in theſe Matters, and indeed 
mn moſt things elſe that are Inveſted with ſuch mutable Circum- 
ſtances and Accidents : So that he does not fo often expoſe him- 
ſelf to ſuch ' groſs miſtakes as naturally teſult from the: haſty and 
perfunory glances''of the-vulgar ſhallow Rhodowonrs, but with 
wary yet as zealous Induftry, as thoſe:that keep a greater clatter, 
he traces the various Minute Rivulets that (filently inſinuate into 
the grand Cuvrentof Aﬀeairs:/ he-traces them I ſay, as neer. as he 
canto their Spring-heads,,: and: then returning again, narrowly 
obſerves their ſeveral Intercourſes., ConjunRions, and progreſ- 
ſive Advancements; and this nice Scrutiny cauſes humility and 
meeknefs of Converſation, to:that he-docs not paſs raſh and im- 
matyre-'Cenſures on” any ;thing; but mildly and rationally con- 
cludes that! it is ptudence to fuſpend his Judgment, in Caſes not 
throughly condeſcending to. his:Underſtanding, and fuch.ceriainly 
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are the abſtruſc Myſteries of State, as his Experience can witneſs : 
And not onely his, but others alſo who have been better Capaci- 
tated, as one would think, to know the Myſteries at Court : and 
yet even theſe had not intereſt enough to diſcern the true Secret 
of Counſels, as appears from the frequent diſparity and not un- 
uſual contrariety that is diſcovered in ſeveral Narratives of the 
ſame-State Tranſation made by Perſons highly, yet not equal- 
ly, qualified for a Commodious Inſormation in thoſe Matters : nay 
ſometimes ſo well qualified, as even to have a Concern in the 
Buſineſs they profeſs to give an account of, and yet it ſeems one 
of them muſt be miſtaken. . And can we think that if the Ze/autes 
\were glad to allow Fifty pounds a year toa ſubtle Critick, that 
{o by his watchfulneſsand inquiſitive Diligence, they might have 
a true account but of ſome of the Kings Words and outward Be- 
haviour : Can we- think, 1 ſay, that the inferiour ſort of the Peo- 
ple can attain-to any probable certainty of having a true account 
of ſuch of His Majeſties Concerns as neither are -Committed to 
the Preſs,- nor delivered in any Authentick Manuſcript? And it 
they can have a true Account of them, yet how can they judge 
of them, ſince they ſo far tranſcend their Capacities, by reaſon 
of .the vaſt diſtance ( in Situation and Magnitude.) of their te- 
veral reſpeQive Spheres; ſo Great, that if they were ſuppoled 
to. be ſearched into with the greateſt Advantage the Plebeians arc 
capable of; ſuch as are Acuteneſs of Parts, the peruſal of -Hiſto- 
ries, good Intelligence, and the like : I ſay , ſuppoſe the Vulgar 
to be Priviledged with all theſe Helps, yet ſome have concluded 
they will be able to diſcover no more of the true Byaſs, and ſe- 
cret Tendency of -theſe Profound and Recondite Counſels , 
than a skilſul Atronomer aſſiſted by all the Writings of Men Fa- 
mous in that Science, by his own dexterous Sagacity,and the moſt 
exquiſite Opticks, can. diſcover: the dark Intrignes in the Moon : 
though by the. fore-mentioned helps ke .can ſufficiently inform 
himſelf of the Habitableneſs of that Adjacent Planet, and can dif- 
cern the difference-of Land and Water, nay and will perhaps ven- 
ture at the proportion of her Hills by their Shadows : Yet., Lay, 
for all this he is not able to give any Rational Account'of - what 
is done by the Inhabitants there 3 but.-muſt needs by pretending 


to ſuch Knowledge, igcur the juſt Imputation of Indiſcreet —_ 
and . 


” The Jefunte Counternnn'd, 
and ceme off as ridicclouſly as the /:rrxofo, rhat would delight 
bimſclf with fine- long Harangues concerning the Intereſt and A- 
&ions of a certam' Monarch there, who by him was affirmed ts 
be Marching at the Head of a Great Army. *Thus deluding him- 
felf with Phantaftick and imaginary Scenes of War, pourtray'd{*tis 
like) on is flexile Mind by:a Pencil dipt in the Moift and Lunatick 
Illapſcs from that adjacent Planet. {And this is the caſe of the un- 
fable and empty Vulgar, who gaping after News, do-commonly 
Imbibe the Droppings of the Court, though very much fophiſti- 
cated and imbitter'd with the Cholcrick Exſudations of inter- 
| mediate perſons. Thus puffmg up his frantick Mind with firange 
| yo _ cheating ET m__ ng Anxious 
| £oul with Labouring'Steps has all the Labyrinth of 
I the lenco-Conkatia,. unravelt'd the whole Syſtem of true Policy ; 
| whereas, poor-man ! he has only beendragg'd through the'Phan- 
taſms of his heated Brain. In a word, it was @ Waking Dream 
| which preſented to his buſie Thoughts, the KING and COUN.- 
| CIL Ating thus and thus, Involved in Dark and Tyrannous [n- 
| trigues : When, alas ! were the man well awaked into-a due pitch 
| .of Sobricty, he would eaſily difcern that his Vaſt Diſtance from - 
| the ROT AL S'PHERE, muſt needs engage him in as 7diorrck, 
| Conceits of what's done there, as the Yulgar have of the Moon, 
which they are apt to fancy to be a fine Bright Frame with the Pi- 

Qure of a Man in it, having a Bundle of Sticks on his Shoulders. 
I ſay, as groſs would be the Fancy of P?ebeians, of what's Tranfſ- 
| - ated at the Conncil-Boord, were they not priviledged with ſome 
| broken Adulterate Narratives of thole thitigs ; which-yet may in a 
Parallel Degree delude — __ the — Ay Virtneſe s 
ticks do him in gazing on the Moon, i ti : H es 

Cn 7, ev 

I would nov by this ſeem to put a Curb on Mens Onderftandings, 
and lead them by: the Nole into a Supine Acknowledgment, That 
whatever Kings do. us | Infallibly' Fuſt and Prudem ;, this were to 
make Civil Popes of thew : And yer here'] muſt needs confeſs, that 
I think as their being: Men has ſubjefted them te thoſe Frailtics of 
| Lapfed Humane Nature, which by a Divine Nemeſis arc in dif- 
| ferent Meatures and: Degrees the Lor of all Men, according to rhe 
| Various: Qbliquity of their Fall: So alfo that High Phce oy 

| | polle 


5 


O2, an Account of a New Plot, 9 


poſſeſs amongſt Men, and their great ſublerviency to the myſte- 
rious Deſigns of Providence, Entitlces them to more frequent and 
p'entiful Aſſiſtance from Heaven: And the Superiour Orders in 
the Univerſe, if not a ſpecial Energy from the Deity, makes good 
their claim by Ennobling them with Vaſt and Comprehenſive 1n- 
tcllefs, ſuitable to their Noble Emploiment, and the otherwile 
inextricable Difficulties which attend on it, and theſe ſublime Ac- 
quiſitions, may be diſcovered by a cautious Oblerver in the great- 
eſt part of Princes and other high Miniſters of State, if there be not 
ſome Impediment in Nature, or grols flaw in their praQtile, which 
laſt made the Roya! Pſalmiſt, aſtcr the Retirement of the Divine 
Influence upon the Contmiſhon of Murder, implore the Reftaura- 
tion of that Celeſtial Favour, that ſo his cuervated underttanding 
might recover ſtrength, and (to expreſs it in the common tranſla- 
| tion of his own words) That he wight be eſtabliſhed with a fre: 
\ and (as One adds) 4 Princely Spirit, a Mind Impregnate with lWap- 
/ 1es of Eternal Wildom, and fo capacitated to produce deep Coun- 
ſels and Heroick ARions befitting his Royal Dignity, and ſuitable 
to the vaſt and otherwiſe unalleviated prefſures of the State. $o 
that this great and pious King prayed but for what he had depri- 
ved himſelf of, his former illuminations ſrom Heaven. And truly 
it ſeems very, Congruous, that the Myſterious Whiſpers of the 
Inviſible World, arc in a more intimate manner communicated 
to Pious Princes, whoſe Immenſe Minds-cannot but by their ever 
ative and ſtrong Vibrations ( like Unifons inMafick ) inatch m- 
ro Sympathy lome Courteous Angel, who ( Ceo favente ) helding 
back the Veil, muſt needs degurgirate upon them full and penetrant 
Coruſcations from the Abyſs of that otherwile Inacceſſible Light: 
Thus tinfturing their Counſels an ARtions with that Wiſdom that 
may render them weighty and unſoptifticate. Put leſt 1 ſhould 
mcar the Tmputation of Koſreruciar wanuy , in thus pompouſly al- 
cribing Divine TMNumination ro che Miniſtery of Angels; 1- will 
crave leave to digreſs a word os two 10 prove my Aſertion : It 
v-ill be eaſily granted 1 hope, that if many of the Prophets were 
Illuminated in this manner inthe Old Teſtament, God bas not 1n- 
novated the Circumſtances of this Favour inthe New : But that m 
many cates, I do not lay inall, Divine Light may be communi- 
cated to menby the hands of Angels. Thar it was thus under the 
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' Law, many of the Hebrew Maſters do atteſt, Maimonides is full 
to this purpoſe, both in his De Fundamentss Legts, *and More Ne- 


Maimon, More Ner, 
Part.2, Cap, 4). Scrio 
quol omnium eorum 
Proph-tar, qui Pro, be- 
tiam fibi faham efſe 
dicunt, quidam em 
Angelo alicui,qu idam 
vero Deo Ofr, Max. 
aſcribant & attribuant 
lice: per Angeli minti- 


* ſkeriun quoque ipſis 


obtigerit , &c. Yude 
Smiths Sele£&t Diſ- 
courles. 


Techim : 1 will inſtance one place for all. But 
this is a Digreſſion, yet ſuch an one as may 
well enough {ſquare with my intent in the ſor e- 
going Conlicerations ; for in thus proving in 
what an [lluſtrious manner the Prophets were 
of old Inſpircd, 1 do more then tacitely tub- 
indicate the Excellent Prerogative of Princes 
alſo, the latter being called vi ©47, as well as 
the former, and that Title onely belonged to 
thoſc Favourites of Heaven, whoſe Souls (if 


not obnubilated. with Vice )) were permitted - 


to bask under the mote Glorious Irradiations 


of Divine Light: And this, I ſay, was, and 
upon the ſame tearms is ſtil], the Priviledge of Kings as well as of 

Prieſts and Prophets. And conſequently it is very Irrational for 

ordinary ignorant Plebeians, whole Domeſtick mean Imployments 

could never permit them to cultivate their Underſtandings with 

any other knowledge, fave what they have gained by Experience, 

in their trivial Converſe with men. of the ſame Rank with them- 

ſclves, and ſome few Superficial Obſervations concerning the Pub- 

lick : Itis irrational, I fay, and argues much ſelf-conceit in them, 

when they take upon them ſo boldly and raſhly to cenſure and 

condemn the ARions of their Prince, as *tis too commen for them 

D to do, whento better weighed men thoſe very ARions carried 
the appearance of ſound Policy and ſedulous carefer the Publick : 

and if they did not ſeem ſo pleaſing to them .in that particular po- 

ſture they behold them in, yet even an Implicite Recumbency in 

ſuch caſes were very commendable in the Vulgar, who, were it 

not for ſome few.innate Ideas and common Notions floating up and 

down in their Minds, ſurviving the ſhipwrack that was made of 

the reſt of thole precions Jewels in their Apoſtacy and fall, [ 

fay, were it not for a few Sparks. of Reaſon leſt, they ſeem to 

| 7 verge exceeding near to the Brutes in their Sentiments of things, 

| and thereſore certainly it is very decorous, that in Political Mat- 
| ters whoſe Scheme is very abſtraſe and curious, they ſhould rely 
| 9n the judgment of their Supreme Guv:rnouts, whom for the moſt 


part 
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part, HeavEn, Nature, Education, and Experience 'have blcts'd 
with comprehenſive, quick, and profound Underſtandings. - We 
may alſo take notice, that they are frequently endued with 
many other Gifts and Accompliſhments, fuch as that which 1llu- 
ftrates the Majeſty of our Gr74c:0u Sovereign; viz. His power of 
Curing by a Touch that malignant and -inveterate Diſeaſe called 
The Kings Evil. A'| that I would intimate by what is ſaid, is 
this, That by the Laws an1 Polity of the Superiour Invifible Or- 
ders, or by what other indiſpeniible Conditions of the Creation, 
we know not - there is a peculiar Mark ſet on Princes, they are 
Signaliz'd with Extraordinary Advantages of Mind, and by a 
more Conlpicuous Reſidence of Divinity in them, their perſons 
are made Sacred; fo that by arrogant or irreverent detra- 
ions to depretiate Royalty, is bnt a leſſer kind of Profaaneneſs, 
and a very ſuſpicious Prodrome of flat Blaiphemyand Atheiſm. 

But Iwill notanticipate what is hereafter to be ſpoken concern- 
ing the Religious Obligation that lies on all Subjes to be modeſt 
in this caſe; to ——_ therefore in thediſcovering the lneptitude 
of Cenſorioulnels. 

Many and various Topicks I might make uſe of, to llluſtrate 
and Fortifie my Aſſertions, and to prove that want of Religned 
Underſtandings in the inferiour Plebe:ans, when the ObjeR is any 
ways appertaining to Policy ; as a Princes management of Aﬀairs, 
is the moſt abſurd, incongruous thing in the World : the ultimate 
Vote in ſuch matters, being not only by right the peculiar Pre- 
rogative of the Supreme Powers, but alſo muſt at laſt of neceſſity 
be caſt upon them, elſe the.Order of Nature muſt needs be inverted, 
the Occonomy, happinef 4nd ſafety of the Civil World diſtorted and 
dwindled into es raced Enmity and endleſs Conten- 
tien : As to the Confuſion that will reſult from this Epidemical 
Cenſoriouſnels. 

It muſt be conſidered, that unleſs the King make himſelfa very 
Protews in his Counſels , moulding them into as many Shapes as 
here be ſeveral Opinioniſts in his Realms: he hadas good do no- 
ching, for every one will ſtill be ſo conceited of thoſe Models of 
Policy, that float up and down in his ſhallow Brains, that he will 
very hardly be brought to yield an Inch to any that ſhall contra- 


* dithim: and'tis a thouſand to one if there be a thouſand in the 
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whole Kingdom, that agree in the ſame Opinion exaftly; where - 


then ſhall the buſineſs be decided ? I mean, who ſhall determine 
what form of Policy is bcſt, this mans, or that mans? Or whe- 
ther the Kings is not to be preferr'd before them all ? Here is no 
Tribunal , or Infallible Chatr to rclort to for Suififtion, for 
cach'perſon is ſo Incruſtate in his own Conceit, that you had as 
£004 endeavour to break the AJamant, as to expe any impar- 
tial condeſcention ſrom his hardned Soul : No / he ſcorns to be 
puilty of ſuch baſe Incurvation of his ere& and ſublime Intelle?, 
{o as to cringe to anothers obtruded Notions : The King himfclt 


{hall not curb his free-born Mind. This or ſomething Analogous 


to it would be the humour of all thoſe, who are thus ſettled upon 
the Lees and groſs dregs of turbulent Pride and darkneſs, whenſa- 
ever they are a little ſtirr*d and troubled; nothing can be drawn 
from them , but muddy , partial, and tenacious Obſtinacy 
and contradifory Inconſiſtences. What is to be done in tl:is un- 
happy Jun&ure? Where is the Kei)nevy of true Policy to be 
found ? Why in this Enigmatical Repoſitory ; every where, an4 
yet no where: Every man would be Judge,but no mans Sentence 
ſhall be Authentick with other men : Here is a verbal Anarchy, 
and ten to one but the next Morning brings forth a real one. 

The moſt natural Method therefore of reducing things to their 
proper Order again in ſuch caſes, is to place the King i the Sear 
of Fudgment, reſolving all to ſtand to'his Verdi in Poluical Mt- 
ters; and though he ſhould ſeem to them to deviate from Wiſdom 
and Fidelity , yet modeſty ſhould take away their prefumption 
nd the former, and Carity ſhould null their ſuſpicion of the 
atter, 

And now I am fallen upon the mention of Charity, methinks it 
is very congruous, that that Sweer Ingenuity, that Benign Cander 
in Chriſtians, which ſhould put a Check on their over-haſty judg- 
ing their Brother, ſhould much more exert it felf in this caſe; 
where beſides the Obligation of Natural Affinity berwepn all men, 
there is a ſupervening and more intimate tye of Gratitude from 
Subjeas to their Prince, to whoſe Vipilancy they owe the Secu- 
rity of their Quiet and Eaſc : and upon that account, ſhould be 
very tender of His Honour, by never daring to broach or counte- 
nance in others any Aſperfions, or contemptuous harſh RefleRions 
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which may ſeem fo touch his Sacred Perſon, ani his Management 
of Affairs. And it is as much ttc Duty of Subjefts, as it is an 
Argument of Generofity, thus to deport themſelves in reference 
to their Soverarzn, for the Supreme Monarch of the Worid has 
joyned in one Command, the dus payment of his own and Ceſars 
Tribute; but certainly his own would not in his eſteem be dilchar- 
ged, eſpecially that part of it which conſiſts in a reverent Behaviour 
and Ulage of all things belonging ro him , ſhou!d men be conti- 
nvally grumbling and quarrelling at the Inſcrutable Methods of 
his Providence in Governing the «\ orld ; and becaule they could 
not comprehend througnly is profound Intrigues : therefore they 
ſhould upon ſame ſeeming Exorick Digreſſions and uncouth Me- 
anders of Divine Wildom, preſently ſulpe&t and preſumptuouſly 
divulge their Jealouſie that God was car:ying on a Deſign to gull 
all Mankind into horrible Servitude and Milery : Whereas theſe 
miſtaken Symptoms of ſuch a Plot, were only the reſerved Traces 
of the Great Council of Heaven, in ordev to the Good of the World 
only not condeſcending to the narrow reſearches of Humane Un- 
derſtandings: and ſure it is but a lefſer degree of that cloudy ma- 
licious Surmiſe, when Subjeas ſo impudently preſame to Snort at 
the Attions of their King, eſpecially in a time of peril to the 
Church and State, if he do not keep on the broad High-way, as 
theſe filly conceited Fleberans are proneo eſteem thoſe Models of 
Policy they have familiariz'd : / (ay, if a Prince docs not obviate 
the imminent danger juſt in the ſame manner as thole 1:obry Poli. 
titians would have him, is it not notorious Infolence in thera to 
defame him, and ſo contemptuouſly to traverſe-his Deep Counſels * 
though the ſuppoſed lrregularities aid extravagant defleftion: 
from the vulgar bcaten-path, proceed but from a certain know- 
ledge and fore-ſight, that in ſuch cafes the Proverb is true, which 
informs us, That ſometimes the longeſt way about is the zigheſt way 
home : For in thus ſteming to abandon, or negligently to manage 
the Publick Welfare, he mdeed' more cloſely , but more warily 
withal , proſecutes it: perhaps he may fetch a larger compat!s 
then theſe ſlow-pated Gentlemen can tell how to trace him in ; 
But itis only to remove ſome foreſeen Obſtacles, or anticipate a 
fly Machination, perhaps he may a while ſtand till, when a more 
ſteddy and fu'l proſpet of his Buſneſs may cexpedi:e the Accom- 
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pliſhment of his well-intended Aims: And yct thele ſeeming Sta- 
tick and retrograde Poſtures of Princes may ſometimes ariſe from 
a miſtake ſomewhat Analogous to theirs, who think the Planets 
really go back and ſtand ſtill, when that Celuſive Phenomenon ari- 

les only from the ſeveral Stations of the Earth 
See the Notes on Dr. in its Annual motion. He that underſtands Co- 
More s Poems, pernicws his Scheme of the World, will beſt re- 

liſh, the Compariſon: For ſo theſe Plebeians 
moving in a narrower Sphere, «cannot keep pace with the vaſt Orb 
of Polutitians, and yet meaſuring their Stately Motions by the Su- 
perficial Ideas in their delirious Fancies, will be apt to think the 
athers ſtand till and go back, 'when the fault lies only in their In- 
conſtant Skulls, and over-haſty propenſion to cenſoriouſneſs. But 
however ſuppole theſe diſparate Motions of Princes to be real, yet 
'tis Idiotick to murmure all this while, as if the Matter was in the 
-Suds, as they ſay : for theſe Oblique Tranſcurlions and Statick 
poſtures, do but help to relume his way more proſperouſly, now 


encouraged by the defeat of the previſed ObſtruRions : In this: 


not much unlike that Glorious Monarch of the Day, the Sun, who 
for all that Heavenly Labyrinth and Learned Perplexity he ſeems: 
to be i in, when beheld in an Aſtronomical Scheme, yet 
-neverthelels rejoyces as a Giant to run his courle , breaking 
through all thoſe ſeeming Difficulties, which are only the Product 
of bulie Minds. Such is the Zodiack of Policy wherein Princes 
move, and their Poſtures and Motions, ſeem they never ſo ob- 
lique or obſcure; nay though they ſhould ( like that Great 
Light ) ſcem to the Vulgar to ſtand ſtill, yet their Courle is ſtea- 
dy and regular, ever tending toward the accompliſhment of their 
Scope, and he that ſhould deny this, becauſe by reafon of ſeveral 
interpoſing hindrances , he could not preciſely trace their Foot- 
eps, deſerves to be counted as much a Fool or Mad-man, as he 
that ſhould think the Sun went not forward, becauſe he could not 
at that time diſcern his progreſs when ſome Clouds intercepted 
his ſight, or ſuppoſe the Air ſerene and clear, yet the vaſt di- 
Rance'of the Solar Sphere rejected all Terreſtrial Gazers into an 
unavoidable inability to deſcry his ſeeming minute, though really 
prodigious, ſteps in the Ecliptick, according to the Prolomaick 
Hypotheſis, which I may make ule of here for the CES 
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ſake, though I diſcard that almoſt obſolete Opinion, when [ 
hearken to the DiQates of ſeverer Reaſon. | 

I would not by theſe more Lax Conſiderations of the vaſt di- 
ſtance between a Prince and his Subje&ts,. ſeem to ſer vp, as | ſaid, 
a kind of State- Pope, whole Attions muſt not be. queſtioned or - 
ſcann'd as being lnfallibly Excellent and without Fault. All that 
I mean is this, : 

1. That all Political Tranſattions are in their own nature [n- 
tricate, as it were Eſſentially involving Labyrinths and Mean- 
ders in their very Conſtitution , but acquire a greater incx- 
tricableneſs, by the numerous and 8fſiduate-Contingencics that e- 
merge from the various events of Peace and War, 6. 

2. That upor. the account of theſe inſeparable Difficulties that 
attend the Management of State Aﬀairs, none can be preſumed 
fitter to conquer them, and diſpatch the Concernsof a Nation with 
Safety, Honour, and Immunity from ſubſequent Diſaſters that 
may reſult from perfuntory Attempts to cure preſent Dilcales : 
I ſay none can be fuppolſed to be in a better capacity to do this, 
than he whoſe very Birth entituled him to the Priviledge of bein 
initiated” ( when adult) into the Rudiments of true Policy, wholc 
Education made good his Native-claim, and both were ſeconded 
with adventitious Light and ConduR from the Celeſtial Miniſters 
of State 5; And ſuckan one is every pious Prince. 

3- That therefore the Prince with his Council ought to be c- 
ſteemed the OR ACLE of the ST ATE; and he who over 
boldly pries into their Conſultations , or raſhly cenſures their 
AXttions, forſeits his Modeſty, Gratitude, Duty and Reaſon, and 
diſcovers a Mind intoxicated with ſelf conceit, hardened with baſe 
Unthankfulneſs, and ſunk into groſs Folly , and Irreligion: So 
that I might very well paſs on to another part of this Diſcourſe, 
were I not invited to purſue my preſent Theme more cloſely, and 
to reduce Matters to particulars, for fear of the ſpreading conta- 
giouſneſs and regency of this Dileaſe. Not to mention how cun- 
ningly the poy fon is imbib'd when taken by men who in plain words 
own the Preheminence of Royalty, yet by their Jeſuitically Ob- 
lIique Refleftions on its Procecdings, are taught to embrace and 
calily learn to give to others injurious and irreverent thoughts of 
it, and deprive it of the moſt ſuitable means to juſtifie it ſelf , and 
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dilabuſe ther, which means conſiſts in its bring handled with that 
due modeſty and ingenuous Reſervedneſs, that its fore-named ap- 
p ndant Circumftances require : And not only thoſe, but others 
alſo, which I will enumerate immethodically, as they occur, _ 

[t may be conſidered therefore, that one: vaſt diladvantage ac- 
crues to the Vulgar in judging of State. Aﬀairs from their unac- 
quaintedneſs ina multitude of particuſars relating to the Alliances, 
Leagies, Correſpondencies , and ſeveral other Tranlations be- 
tween a King and the Princes of Foreign Nations : not to men- 
tion his private Concerns at home, whether at the Court, or an 
6ther parts of his Realms, between him and his Nobfes: A!l whic 
perhaps may be extraneous to the main engroſſing prefent Aﬀair 
of the Publick, and yet he muſt be a!lowed to profecute them 
with as much perhaps more vigour and alacrity, then at that time 
is requiſite to the management of that other great Aﬀair : Whence 
it- will ſall out, that now and then they will force him to make »an 
Ervption into forne Publick ARions, whoſe coherence with, and de- 
pencance on thole fore- mentioned private Concerns not being un- 
gerftood, -or 16'much as dream*d of among the Vulgar ; it muſt 
needs folldw, that ifthey take upon them to Judge of thoſe ARi- 
ons, they will {till imagine they bear a reſpect to that part of the 
Puablick Aﬀairs which fall under their Cognizance , and fo will 
' make a falſe Conftruftion of the Scope and Tendency of ſuch A- 
Qtions, which probably may not have any Afﬀinity with the Pub- 
lick Aﬀair, dut only ate performed in ordet to the accompliſh- 
ment ofhis own private. But here when [ make a difference be- 
tween a Prince's poblick Aftions and his private ; 1 mean only 
this, that the management of ſome of their Concerts does not im- 
ply ſo immediate and dirett a relation to rhe prefent great engrol- 
ting Afﬀeir of the Publick, though they may have a real Alpe&X 
on it, as to their Remote tendency, by an exquiſite Cadency of 
Events faflimg in with the Stream. Sometimes allo they a@ with 
a dire Aſpett on the Publick, bot yet their Deſign is hid from 
the Vuttar. As {ometimes a Prince way be Negotiating with an 
Ambaflatour eontetnihg the preſent - Great Matter in Publick 
- Queſt , and yet Tis Sabje@s' may not dream of any ſuch thing ; 
this privite Negdtiation may caufe the Prince to run out intd cx- 
reordiniry Attions; and fuchas to the Vulgar who were ignorant 
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of what paſs'd between him and the Ambaſſadour, may ſeem exo- 
tick, if not worſe : ſo calic is it for the Vulgar to commit groſs 
Errours, if they preſume to deſcant on every unuſual Phenome- 
n0n in the management of State Afarrs, when oftentimes they are 
raiſed from Cauſes ſo remote from the knowledge of the Vulgar, 
that unleſs we ſuppoſe them nor only to be well skill'd in the Hi- 
ſtories of Neighbour Nations, and of their Court Proceedings, 
and in the Hiſtories of our own Land ; but alfo verſed in many 
unpubliſhed Narratives, or at leaſt all thoſe Paſſages in them 
which relate the ſeveral Alliances, Leagues, Titles, and other 
Circumſtances wherein our Soveraign either upon his own or his 
Anceſtors account moy be engaged : To ſome of which theſe un- 
uſual Publick Carriages of a Prince may have reference; I ſay, 
unleſs we will ſuppole the Vulgar to know all this, which is all 
one as to ſuppoſe them of the Kings Cabinet-Council ; it muſt 
needs follow, that they will be guilty of groſs Hallucinations, 
when ever they take upen them to cenſure ſuch ARions and Pub- 
lick Deportments of a Prince: their narrow thoughts not being 
able without thoſe fore; mentioned helps,perhaps ſcarce with them, 
to purſue the vaſt and intricate Deſigns of Princes through all the 
Elaborate Trafts of Policy. 

And this Conſideration will I preſume carry greater force with 
it, if itbe but conſidered how many of the Ordinary Paſſages and 
TranſaRions between Neighbours in the ſame Town are not fully 
underſtood by others in the ſame Corporation (and perhaps men 
of competent judgment in ſuch Aﬀeairs) onely by reaſon of their 
not being acquainted with the grounds of fuch TranſaQions which 
cannot be known without a fatisfaRory Information in ſeveral pat- 
ticular Circumſtances relating to the Condition of the perſons con- 
cerned and their Kindred ; Many of which Circumſtances, or all 
of them may be pointed at in ſuch TranſaRions : and if ſuch Dilu- 
cidations be necefſary 'to make Neighbours underſtand one ano- 
thers buſineſs, though its utmoſt Aſpe&t may; perhaps be confined 
to perſons dwelling in the ſame Town, we muſt ' needs 'think that 
the greateſt part of a Princes Affairs as to their Teope and tenden- 
cy, is loſt to the Vulgar, ſince they have oftentimes an"intimate 
connexion with things done in very remote Regions, ſome hundreds 
of years ago, amidſt Circumſtances to many of which we are 
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wholly ftrangers. *Tis no wonder therefore that many Attions 
e' Princes ſeem uncouth to the Vulgar, and their abrupt Tranii- 
tions frem the ordinary courle of common Policy, make the lilly 
people ſtart, their crazy underſtandings not being able to bear 
the ludden motion. Indeed to make a man a competent Judge in 


. thole Phenomena, it were requiſite that he be well verſed in the 


waole Syſtem of the Political, Aﬀairs of ſuch a Realm, and that he 


; be able with one compendious glance, to look on theſe cxtraor- 


dinary Actions of Princes, and the whole body of Political Con- 
ceins together, for they will never appear to their true advan- 
tage, but when they are looked on in their proportional condu- 
civencls to advance the duc, Symmetry of the whole; and this 
cannot. be done..but by a fuJl diſplay of .them altogether. He that 
hall then attent:vely ſurvey the Great Curreny of State Aﬀairs, 
and the apt [alinuations of theſe Novel Rivulets, and though they 
ſeem to proceed from By-corners, yet how naturally they glide 
along with the Stream - He that ſhall obſerve how the knowledge 
of ſomewhat done a hundred, years ago, and a thouſand miles off, 
does yctilluſtrate a preſent Eruptian of a Prince into lome lcem- 
irg Exotick Diſcoveries af Cancernment and care 3 fuck an one 
will diſcern the Folly of being over haſty in cenfuring Qccurrencies 
{o diladvantageouſly looked on , when irxelatively and. ſever'd 
from the Coincidence they had with Matters tothem utterly un- 
known z or with the whole ſtream of State Afairs. 

Hitherto the Tenour of my Arguments againſt Cenſoriouſneſs 
in Subjets, and their immodeſt-{eterminations concerning thoſe 
Methods of Policy that are yſed-by their Prince, bas not alto- 
gether excluded them from a poſſibility of having true Narratives 
of theix, Proceedings, but only upon @ tacite Conceſhon of that 
Priviledge to ſome of them does yet deny them any Capacity of 
making a ſuitab'!s CanjeAure concerning the re-clule tendency of 
all their. known, Tranſ{aQions, or of defining whather ſuch a.{up- 
pofed Tendency af them be Commenturate. to; the Rules. of true 
Policy. But there are got wanting Arguments. to prove thay it 
is. very 'iapcobable at leaſt, if not impoſſible for the Vulgar tg 
have {a;much as 2 true genuine accoumt of their ordinary Deport- 

ment and Counſets in reference to the Publick: And then thele 
Criticks will be inexcuſable in their peremptory delcants on Frank 
alions 
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ations, which perhaps. owe their Birth to Vulgar Report : how: 
ever they can have. no. ordinary aſſurance to the contrary, and 
therefore cannot celcape $. Zudes Cenlures, who calls thoſe Gnt- 
ficks in his time, Filiby Dreamers, and gives this CharaRter of 
them, That they derfuſe Government, ſpeak evil of Dignities, and 
of things they kyow not, And jult jo do our State-Criticks, ſpeak, 
evil of things they know not, which [ will endeavour to prove. 

It may be conſidered therefore, That a great Diſadvantage ac- 
crues to theſe. mens knowledge of the profound Myſterics of State, 
by reaſon ofthe many hands through which all Narratives of Prin- 
ces Councels and Actions muſt neceſſarily pals ( ſuppoling they 
be true at firſt ) before they can come under their Cognizance ; 
and certainly they myſt lvle much of thoſe Appendages which are 
requiſte to diſucidat? an entire true Account, by being obnoxi- 
ous ,to the Additions, Subſtractions , Tintures, Glofſes, ang 
Manglings of all thoſe Intermediate perlons, whoſe various and 
ſeverally peculiar. Intereſts, Diſpoſitioas, AﬀeRions , Humovprs, 
and Miſtakes may conduce to the depriving a Narrative of its Ng» 
tive Symmetry, -Extent, Luſter and Scope, «nd this diſadvantage 
is augmented according to the various deſcents of Inferiority in 
the perſons thus cenluring, every lower ſtep from the Prince, es- 
poling them to more egregious probability of þeing miſintormed 
by reaſon their Converſe, and fo the means of Information in theſe 
Matters, is .confined to men of the ſame or a very little higher 
rank then themſelves. Now that a Nearration paſſing through ſs 
many hands mult needs he maimed, and in many things come far 
ſhort of the intire perfe Original, ſcarce a:.y indeed will-ima- 
gine but he whoſe Fortune in the World, and priviledges of Na- 
ture, Education, and Converſe, furniſh him- with the means of 
receiving ſuch a Story in its ſeveral gradyal repreſentations from 
Noblemen and the common. people, or any ſuch like diſparate 
ranks of men, ſo diverſly qualified for a Commoedious Information 
in thele State Myſteries. 

More particularly it may be conſidered, how great a prejudice 
devolves on the Vulgar , from the Satyrical Gloſſey and bitivg 
Refle&ions which by maliciouſly witty men may, and commonly 
are interwoven flily jn written or traditional Narratives of Princes 
TranſaRions : By theſe Arts an ingenious perſon indeed may re- 
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preſent a Tranſaion how he pleaſes, eyen ſo as ſhall make a deep 
Impreſſion on the prejudicate and unwary mind, though far enough 
from the truth. © Thus a very good caule may by being disfigured 
according to their petulant malice appear odious to the Vulgar, 
who have not the brains to diſtinguiſh betwixt the trae Story and. 
thele ſubtle dedultions, of pre-byals'd men, but ſwallow all down: 
whole without mincing or chewing , and it goes down the eaſier. 
in that oftentimes - theſe by-blows are ſtruck with.a jerk 3; I mean 
that common mode of Satyr which the Vulgar are. daily uſed to, 
a blunt clowniſh kind of Wit, which their ordinary Repartees 
make them very pregnant in , and fo the ſooner taken with it.in 
any diſcourſe of others, whence it glides with the Contents of the 


Story into the very inmoſt receſs of their pliable Spirits, rooting - 


itsſelf there as deeply as thetrue Narration, and by a cloſe mix- 
rure of their 7dea's they become one : and the man is asfirmly per- 
fwaded of the truth of the collateral gloſs, as of the dire tenour 
of the Story. One may eaſily gueſs what it is I aim at; by this 
laſt conſideration ; it is only to intimate, that it is not ſo often the 
real obliquity-of Princes Aions, but a-cunningly ſuborned repre- 
ſentation of ſuch obliquity that has ſuch influence on the Vulgar 
weak mind, as to make it /Apnely reel into baſe cenforioulnels, 
1have ſpokenall this while of theſe Narratives of Princes Tranf- 
ations which have no certain.way of being conveyed to-the Pub- 
lick notice-;, but being- only traditional, or at beſt but privately 
tranſcrib'd, are obnoxious to various Sophiltications, fo as. *tis 
probable very few, if any of them are repreſented truly to the 
vulgar Enquirer. But here Iam ſenſible I have expoſed my ſelf 
to-a'ſhrewd Obje&ion, for F have ſeemed to make an Inſtrument 


with two handles, that being taken hold of by one, may ſerve to . 


deſend the Prince, but if by the other, may as deſperately wound 
him: For ſay they, there being ſuch lubricous uncertainty in all 
Narratives. of Princes Ations,. many of their ill pratifes will eſf- 
cape the knowledge of the Subjefts, bcing painted over by In- 
terefſed 'perſons, in a fine plauſible Dreſs : to which, and to pre- 
venit another ſuſpicion inthe Reader, Ianſwer, That I aim not to 
prove that all the Conſaltations and Aftions of Princes are im- 
peccable, and need no correfion or amendment ; this were to de- 
ny them to be men, and to ablolye them from ſubjeRion to the 
common 
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common ſrailtics and imperfetions of our Nature: and beſides it 
would be a task ſo diſproportionate to my power, conlidering at 
what a vaſt diſtance | behold their Aions that I could not poſſibly 
in undertaking it, evade the juſt cenſure of the Reader; That [ 
bave unawares fallen into that ſelf coriceitednels and immodeſty. 
which I blame in others, in thinking my ſelf capable of having a 
true account of what Princes do,. wher: the truth of it is, I am ſo 
far from-thinking fo, that | muſt confeſs the contrary thought in 
its full latitude, was the chiefeſt Motive that induced me to- ven- 
ture on this Efay. Sothat I donot pretend inthe [caſt that I have 
a particular knowledge of the Congruity of Princes Actions, be- 
yond what other men of the ſame rank with my ſetf may have : 
For I muſt confeſs that many things I obſerve in their management 
of State Affairs, do diſtrels my reaſon to find a ſatis*atory ac- 
count of, but when I confider how many of their ARions, while 
Ignorance aud Prejuſice darkned my. underſtanding , appeared 
unpleaſing, in which yet Inow think I diſcern a manifeſt ditcovery 
of Care Þ. the Publick, at leaſt of lawful and very allowable cir- 
cumſpeciion in reference to their perſonal concern, and .thoſe of 
the Crown, which allo are proſecuted in order to-the Publick, 
Wel:are, when I refle& on my Soveraign as a Chriſtian, and 2s 
Signaliz'd with excellent Endowments, and peculiar Accompliſh- 
ments; when ] vew the vaſt height and diſtance of his Sphere : 
In ſhort, when I remember all the ſore-going Conſiderations which 
ſet forth the great diſhculty of making a true Judgment of their 
Deportment. I cannot but conclude, that common Ingenuity, 
Modeſty, and Diſcretion, belides the obligations of Reverence, 
Gratitude, and Loyal Obedience, make it highly rational for me 
to check my forward thoughts that would over-haflily venture out 
of their Sphere, and peremptorily judge of the recluſe Afﬀairs of 
Kings, eſpecially our own moſt Gracious Soveraign, who has pi- 
ven the moſt. Satisfatory Evidence to the World the Rational: 
part thereof could think fit to- require +, that he is moſt zealouſly 
devoted to the Publick Welfare both of Coaurch and State, 

To the ObjeRion therefore I anſwer more. particularly, That 
*tis poſſible ſome ſaulty ARions and Counſels 8f Princes, may by 
the plauſible Rhetorications and ſmooth Gloſſes of their Followers 
be repreſented tothe Vulgar as without Crime: but then = 

ould 
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ſhould be conſidered, that unleſs it be apparent that all their aQions 
are but painted over, whilſt in the mean time they are reafly crimi- 
nal, no man can eſcape the imputation of groſs Cenſorioulnels that 
will be ſwayed by every ſight Inſinuation either of his own ſuſpici- 
ous humour , or of other mens malice, to infringe the $a- 
cred Bond of Charity which is in thele cales required between Chri- 
ſtians, and ſhould here be clevated into an extraordinary benigni- 
ty and generoſity of Spirit, but would degenerate into Diabs- 
lical baſcneſs, ſhould he without apparent and undeniable Evidence 
of their truth, give credit to _ Report that is raifed concern- 
ing the ill deſigns and praQtices of his Soveraign, eſpecially in this 
dangerous Criſis of Affairs, when it is ſo well known to all, and 
publickly declared by the Diſcoverer of the Plot, That the Fe- 
ſuites are the Fathers and Fomenters of theſe Stories, hoping thereby 
to deprave the affettions. and minds of the People, and to Conjure up 
the old Spirit of Rebellion, which 1s commonly uſher'd in by an unt- 
verſal humour of muttering againſt the Government, as it was in the 
late Civil Wars, for juſt before their breaking out, the Feſuites had 
carried on as deiþerate a Plot, and broughe it to almoſt as good matu- 
rity as they bad done this laſt, 1678. Only in the very nick of time 
it was diſcovered to his Grace the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who 
immediately communicated the Buſineſs to the k ing, and both of them 
with admirable Induſtry and Secrecy (as the caſe required) ſet thim- 
ſelves ro Counter-plot that Infernal Society. Now the Feſuites finding 
themſelves defeated in that horrid Enterpriſe, would not liy down 
the Cudgels ſo, but by a ſtrange Retort of Machinations, they gained 


ground again , and defended themſelves beſt with that which one 


would think, ſhould have deſtroyed them, that is their Adverſaries 
Weapon ; fer obſerving that the common people bad got a trick, of 
wmurmuring and barking at every little flirt of the Robe and Gown, 
though but the natural reſult of the graceful meen and deportment o 
their Wearers - I ſay obſerving this, they made uſe of it to _— 
their Deſigns, Inſinnating every where in all Companies and upon all 
Occaſions, that the King was a Tyrant, and that both he and the 
Archbiſhop were linth better then Papiſts ; and that they connived at 
Popery ; the One by not uſing his Authority for its extirpation ; the 
Other by ſheltering himſelf under Royal Protettion, and bringing in 
all manner of Innovations into the Church, = 
us 
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Thus did the Zeſoares delude the filly people, filling their Mouths 
with Complaints againſt the King, becauſe he did not go their 
clownilh way to work, and knock all Papiſts on the Head, and 
becauſe he {quander'd away ſo much Money to keep up the Splen- 
dour and Grandeur of the Court, (that is as much as to ſay, be- 
cauſe he did not Caſhier Sixteen of the Blood Royal, and their ne- 
ceſſary Retinue at the Court) which is the very Glory of a King- 
dom, and the old eſtabliihed Law of the Land: Many other 
Complaints there were up and down the City and Country among 
the common people (the Feſuxes having envenon.*d their Tongues) 
{o that unleſs the King and the Archbiſhop had pinched up the 
Aﬀairs of Courch and State to ſuck an intolerable ftreightneſs, 
that nathing of Civil Splendor and Hoſpitality might be dilcerned 
m One, or Sacred Majeſty and Venerable Order in the Other. 
Nay, unleſs the two fore-mentioned Illuftrious and Renowned 


.\Perſons in going about to ſtop ſome ſmall pretended Leaks in the 
great Body of Eccleliaſtical and Secular Polity, had uled the Ru- 


ſtick and unartificial hammering of theſe groſs Mechanick Sages, 
and ſo endangered an incurable Rupture by Stroaks fodifpropor- 
tionate to the exquiſite Touch of the Civil Law, and the more 
inviolable Obligations of Chriſtian Charity, they were ſtill mur- 
muared at by the quarrelſom Vulgar : For thus it was, that that 


Malignant Spirit in them had as it were dreined from all parts of 


the Kingdom thoſe peccant Humours, which though bur thinly 
diſperſed, and eaſily purged out by the Natural Courſe of the 
Law, yet by being united in a diſadvantageous junure of Cir- 
cumftances, ſeemed to the unskilful and raſh Pleberazs to carry 
the Symptoms of a Mortal Diſeaſe. Thus flinging Dirt on the 
Face of Aﬀairs, and then perſwading themſelves it was its truc 
Complexion: A very clowniſh Sophiſm, and which brought its 
Reward along with it; for the purblind Fools that had taken ſuch 
pains to bedaub the Commonwealth, not long aſter fell over head 
and cars into the Mire themſelves, - 

For- this laſotent Humour was ſo cheriſhed by the Libels, fly- 
ing Reports, and daily Infinuations of ſubtle Fefuites, who every 
where had their Inſtruments at work. to railc a Civil War, that at 
laſt it grew Rampant, Marriners and fuck kind of rude Fellows, 


the very Dregs of the Nation, weuld trout up and.down the City 


in 
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in Tumults, exclaiming againſt the Kings ARions, repreſenting 
him as a T'yrant, and I know not whart, till at length they fell to 
Threats, and ſo by degrees involved this Kingdom in a moſt cru- 
entous Civil War; and he that ſhall peruſe the Records of other 
Nations, will find that theſe Mutterings and Verbal Attempts a- 
gainſt the Government, were & certain ſtep to the overthrow of 
the people addifted to them. 

And it is as like to be fo now asever, if this Epidemical Vice 
be not amended, God always puniſhing Rebellions with Signal 
Tokens of his Diſpleaſure, making the very Baſis and chief Prop 
of their treacherous Obſtinacy ( like the Ground whereon ſtood 
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram) the very entrance to their deſtru- 
'Etion. This I mention, that whom the Vitiolity and Turpitude of 
theſe Proceedings will not diſſwade from perliſting in them, their 
uſual dangerous Conſequence may deter, 

And truly if men would but have the patience to ſearch to the 
bottom of that common Aphoriſm { That the depraved prattiſes 
of a People precede their own deſtruction.) They would find it emi- 
.nently true in that Crime which is the Subje& of this Treatiſe, and 
others if that nature : Not that they neet preſently be put to it fo 
as upon* every occaſion of ſuch Sins in a Nation, to invade the Sab- 
batiſm of the Deity, and conclude the neceſſity and aQual cer- 
tainty of his Eruption into immediate perſonal execution of 
Juſtice on the offending people, though lometime the outward 
Letter of the Scripture, to comply with the Exigencies of laps'd 
humane Underſtandings, ſeem to countenance ſuch a Suppolition; 
but they might diſcern all theſe things carried on in a (lent natural 
Concatenation of Cauſes and Events ; men (by thele as well as all 
other vicious courtes) not being more the meritorious then re- 
ally and phyſically the inſtrumental Caules of their own Mileries 
in this Life; they by their Follies laying ſuch a Train, as ( let but 
the natural courſe of the Wotld alone) will not fail in time ( of- 
ten ſpeedily ) to intangle them in inevitable puniſhment , th 
becoming by 'a hidden Fate their own Executioners. So that though 
theſe kind of Vices ſeem to their blind ARors to have no Influence 
either on their own private Miſeries, or on the Calamities of the 
:Publick, yet the unprejudicate will ſoon grant that the contrary 


is true, and that ſuch Prevarications by a Divine Nemeſis engage 
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ſecret inviſible Strings in Nature to draw thoſe that are'guilty, of 
them, into an undiſcerned Labyrinth of: Difficulties and Torments; 
propertionately to the ſeveral degrees of their accumblated: and 
repeated Immoralities : and that this is not only certain-in mens 
private troubles, but alſo in the Calamities that befall the Pub- 
lick, there being as it were a Dormient Combination in Mankind, 
or at leaſt a later ConfÞiracy in Nature, that by an eminently re- 
ciprocal Cadency of Events, each particular Vice of every -indivi- 
dual perſon, in iofliting puniſhment on kimfelf, ſhould #lfo con- 
duce to the ſufferings of others, and in conducing to other mens 
Calamities ſhould again retort a ſhare on himſelf : Every Member 
of a Body Politick containing ſome Arcana and ſecret Preparatives 
which once touched are preſently ſpirited with a natural-inftin&t 
of Aﬀetting the whole. So that none of theſe Vices though-ne- 
ver to minute can be committed, which will not in a proportionable 
meaſure, by an exquiſite Mechaniſm of Providence, ſucceſſively a- 
waken certain occult aptitudes in humane Converſe, and through 
them impart its walign [nfluexce to the Publick-: Though it muſt be 
confeſſed that ſome Crimes (whoſe perpetration neceſſarily en- 
gages a more prompt aſſiſtance of thoſe hidden Channels) do more 
vigorouſly, ſuddenly, and with more apparent ſucceſs of their d:/- 
perſive noxiouſnef, infeſt the Community. Such are thoſe Prevars- 
cations which are the various abuſes and violations of that Contra, 
which by the-Law of Nature and the poſitive Obljgations of Chri- 
ſtianity is made, and ſuppoſed to be atually in force! forthe com- 
monhappinefs.of Mankind 3; and which is particularized into! di- 
verſe explicitely limited and peculiarly. circumſtantiated Leagues 
of this and that Society of Men between themſclves, according to 
- the ſeveral diſtin Exigencics of Nations and Commonmweal = I 
ſay, Crimes that receive their Specification from oe jaaganene 
of this Fundamental Law and Bond of Juſtice, according to the pro- 
portien of the rupture do more manieſtly. damage the' Publick, 
then thoſe which are of a mor& perſonal conſideration, .that is ſuch 
whoſe dire Aſpe& and effcntial Termination ſeems to-be Con- 
fined to the perſons that are guilty of them, as Intemperance inits 
ſeveral Latitudes, or the like ; though 'indeed-moſt-of 3.2f 
not all, do in ſome: meaſure damage others, .hut. not with: ſo, ap» 
parent conduciveneſs to the publick, wrong, as thole.” Attions whicli 
| E neceflarily 
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neceflarily'inchude- a more plain” und pert #elation to another; 
tuch.are all thofe which have for their GdjeR the Body, Goods, 
PROS perſan. y ; 

or in foch Tranſactions, he that preuaricaves dees immediately 
and direfthy injure ſome body ele, and by a vibration of the ſtroke 
whorewith ho-hourt che other, he ww:lnevares himfelf alſo, thus in 
thinking to: jerk his Neighbour, he has made a Rod for his own: 
back 200, which the fore-mentioned Nemeſis which is interwoven 
in-the very Texture of the Univerſe, will 'be fure to lay on in dxe 
feaſon, whote fubtle Comrivance and tmavoidable Lafhes in theſe 
inftances way be fomewhat faintly adimbrared in the uſoal pal- 
time- of School-doys that they call Hitting their next Neighbour ; 
for one of rhem by fmiting him that fits next, fnarches kim into 
conſent tothePlay,- and the ftroke is earried onto the next, and 
i round, till rhe whole School be engaged in a pofture of Offence 
and ſportive injarioufneſs,” and the firſt Striker receives his Blow 
again, with the advantage that may perhaps arife from- the «rren- 
wurtaperneſs of his now alarm'd Iaſcivient Comparion, beſides the 


Overpluof France from his Maſter, for being the Ringleader in 


that onwnoku-varity. ' I need not Rand to apply this Childiſh Chm- 
parifon, the matter being plain enough, that rranſirive Viees, atts 


of juſtice among men, do not enly wound ſome one Member of a. 


community, oye royal Emiſſions ani Circnlations of n pec- 


oat humour from neg] to-cure the firſt acifion, do. 


moſdcortimonly corrupt and infect the whols Body, hwy nt 
ly the Perperriators thﬀmſelvss are involyed' inthe general Calamity, 


efferially thoſe afts of 'Injuſtice which have- Kings for their Objet?, 


carry m their. Alpe&t more eminent Meniaces of ruine 'to-the peo- 
ple:puilry of them; and fuch/an-one is the Crime explede in this 
Dyſconrte;'' 49 imrenching on+ the-Saored- Prevog atyve of | Printes, 
robhig Phew 'of heir Honour,” u kind of Croil Sacviledse | There 
art'u- multitude of Hogravations night be reckoned up to diiplay 
this: Ficvitvies prope tolows, but Tſhaltather at' prefent diſcovet 
thedanger'of it; Andif we look back imto-the Records of forttiet 
Apes,we may eaſily be farisfied, that marmuring apainft Govern- 


ours, cenſuri - proceedings, ifpeaking great o words 
ef vanity, wn dr our, 1 eng ore vens 
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of thelt own wiſdom and Will it Piſiricat Afiarrs, that Covhy" and 


his Cothpany'veſtured c6,chetk the gn fd of Tyrathy i 

2» x their Prince, Te tnbs 15 wich upon your, uid t y, ind al: 

ny regarien # holy: Behold how hi owhig: LO: 
a '00i- 


bels, wh6-would ave Introduced: a Kintf of Atarchy, 
ous ts Got atid Man, every mati ſhould have beth ztfowed as 
great 4 ſhare of that Sanity which was requiſite t6* 4'Pfittts be, 
ns inyeſtet with the:Supreme Authority, as Afofe} Hiteff rhe 
Ele of God, cnll'd ut and Conſecrated from his [afatity\, ( by 

eludiovs Intiniations ſrom. Heaven) to Role ovet tliat People : 
Ifay, theſe Arrogant Statiſts thought every man in'as fit 4 con- 
ditien to” mavage the Publick, Afairs as Moſes himſeff; and no 
doude bur that Cr 4h's Followers would give thetnifebves'theliberty 
fo Heſcant upon this aftion of Noles and that Contiſel, end vraging 
one another in their Treaſonable Thoughts, till at enth' rhe Eaith 
oped ber Mouth 4nd overwhelm d all the Conffivators, thit Ho 
might be an Exatiiple to all Generations, and af Inftagice of Gods 
fevere dilpleafate againſt di/loyal and mutinoia Pride. Profane 
Hiftorles I us ati account of the Jiftiat Confequenees of this 
Vice, Rome eſpecially in its riſe, growtl, and ſeveral changeable 
poſtures, raighe furniſh' vs with pregnant Exattiples to this pur- 
poſe, but'this were to Tranſcribe a great patr of their Writings, 
who'kave undertaken to delfver down to Polterity true Narratives 
of the Aﬀairs of that orice flouriſhing,Commonivealth : I might 
moreover appeat ro Moder Hiffories of our Neighbour Nations 
concerning this miitter, but TrHink none'can parallel our laje Ci- 
vit Ways for rfie Hotrible 'Conſequetices that arterided an it, and. 
yer all this had its firffOripinil' ( as T have” are hinted): from 
the ſawcy Complaints of a Prace-pamper'* wo who took: theit 
ſwingein murrering at the late King of Bleſſed Memory, becaule of 
ſome” Peccadille's in Governitient, that ar&in vat Kind or other_to. 
be fouthd in any'Commonwealth iti the Wotld, afid arc not alivays 
tb deuttributed to: any' vollintury cartle}heſt, of Tyraunous Pro-. 


Srare « 'Much' fefs would any ingenndOs people Haye Tplpe 

ſuch Vites ina Prince, wth” nioſt inpatallel'd Cha MS 

Priteely grace, gave all the Evidence of a fauhfal and $A - 

ry athzfiori to the good of his __, far he could with ho- 
vos 2 


pilot inthe Sjpream Power, bit to this Inſuptrable Neceſſities of, 
{p Fa 
ans 0 


nour 
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nour: in, his Circumſtances. diſcover ,, or any Inhabitants of this 
Land expe&, witneſs his Noble Condeſcentions to his Parliament 
in ſurrendring the Tower, Militia, and Royal Navy, and Comply- 
ing with them in every thing , to the Sacrificing all thoſe Privi- 
ledges which are the chief Props of the Royal Prerogative and 
higbeft Advantages of the Crawn. And yet all. theſe Royal Diſco- 
veries of an hearty deſire to take away groundlefs Jealouſies and 
Surmizes from ks Subjcs, could not quell that virulent and im- 
placable «(non which reign'd among tlie Vulgar, who, would not 
be, fatisfied with theſe Conceſhons to the Demands of the Parlia- 
ment, unleſs his Majeſty would allo have fulfilled all the bruitiſh 
Requeſts of the Rabble, who in that dangerous junAure of time 
were very pregnant with ill ſhaped Petitions to the Houſes, a kind 
of modeſt command:$ hoping by thele repeated /»ſolencies to fright. 
the King into a Compliance with their ſordid Propoſals : But alas/ 
they were excecdingly miſtaken, for the King indeed had yielded 
in at. hanourable way to many and moſt of the Requeſts put up by 
his Parliament, yet he would not ſo far degrade Himſelf as to let 
this arrogant carriage in the Yulgar, extort from him any Actions. 

were repugnant to that regular dutF of Reaſon and Conſcience, 
which he had always followed, and which uſed to facil:rate his 
paſſage through the ſtrangeſt cthreatning Ewergencies in his way : ſo 
that though the Common people would make nothing to diſgorge 


their foul cholerick, Sentiments in the very Streets, and every publick. 


0 port, yet this could no waystempt-the Generow and Impa/- 
y/ le Mind of His Aajeſly , to 2 deviation from his cuſtomary 


path, but trampling on thele Rudeneſſes with a Noble. Scorn, He. 
ſill went forward in.the proſecutions of his Councels for the. goed. 


of the Nation. 


And truly in my Opinion., the Vulzar had better uſe Modeſty. 
and Silence, making good Con#trations of whatever inthe Kings. 


management of Aﬀairs. ſeems doubtful, then by venturing to cen- 


lbte'/uch Arcana, incur the preſent probability of being in a gboſs. 


uicharitable Errour, beſides the inepritude of Tuch preſumptuoua Ca- 
lumnizs ; for in.thus beſpattering Princes, they aQ as vainly and 
brbtiſhly as Dogs, that ( for. I know. not what curriſh humour in 
them”) bark at the 3foor, wha. neverthele$s keeps on her progreſs 
and governs the Night according to the eſtabliſhed Laws of the U- 


mver ſe 
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xwerſt, not impeded or retarded in her courſe, by the quarrel/om 
exclamations of theſe petulant Animals : Even ſo, Prancesin their 
Methods of Policy, are as little concerned at the ſcarrilow, peeveſh, 
and anoccaſioned Deſcants and Aierſions of their Nettled SubjeRs, 
but reſolutely ſteer on as the Compaſs guides them : Therefore if 
theſe DeFsſers of Government would but liſten- to the Diltates of 
common Prudence, they would ſurcly be reduced to greater Ss- 
briety ;, ſor in thus Razling at the Supreme Power , they cither pro- 
pole to themſelves ſome end as perhaps the reducing the Supreme 
Power to condeſcend to- their Humours, which (as have juft 
now proved ) is a very abſurd and ridiculous Hope, or elfe 
they at without any Deſign at all,. but only in obſequiouſneſs: 
to the Ediats of a Cholerick; Natzre, and fo they diſcover into what” 
a vicinity of temper they are fallenwith the Beafts thoſe: 4aoze (ou, 
which a& wathout.reaſon,, propofing to themlclves:nothing, but im- 
petuouſly are burried into. a continual ſubjefion-to-their Paſſion, 
and the predominant heaving of the Plaſtick Power : So theſe Ras- 
lers ſeem to be driven ona by a Fortmitoxa Impulſe, never conſult- 
iog with the ſober Diftates of Reaſon, F 

People have now got a habitiof talking and prating;about Stare 
Aﬀairs, and yet they can give no-rational acronunt why: they doo, 
but only to gratific their Pride. and other. darling Paſſions, whilſt: 
in the mcan time the Devil, and his Mimfters the Feſuites, with no - 
ſmall Complacency behold-the ſucceſs of their Deſigns, laughing to- 
ſee how eaſily receptive the. People are of. «4; Reports, though ne- 
ver ſo groundleſs and ridiculous, to by any ways reflet-uponthe: 
Fidelityand Care of the King, not confidering how withal they im- 
bibe-the noxious extratt and Spirit of Envy, Malice, Treaſon; and: 
other Diabolic«l-Yices that always in thele cafes envenoms the po- 
pular breath : I ſay, the people do not conlider this, but ſtall ( as 
iſthe old Athenian humour were tvived ) are: irquiſitive after 
News, though all the Azry olumes of Fame-are ſtuff'd with no-- 
thing. but Lies concerning His Sacred Majeſty, and the ſknderous- 
Pyle. declares the Authoxr to be a-Jeſnite, 

Certainly. they who 'had.the I#=-pudence- enovght to call His Tate - 
Majcſty of Bleſſed —_ a Baſtard, and-to deny our Royal 
Soveraign to be his Son : | Thus difanuulling his Title to the Crown, 
will notftick to make His SubjeRts believe he: is a Tyrant, and to 

repxe- 
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Inccnle the Spariard ablo f As 


I, a6 the more 'on- theſe chinps to Confirm 
petheſer, if | may fo.tearm char 
ter: of: Fath, | mean, That whatever  Slanders , oconit 
and Culiperies are caſt on His Niajefty, in 
repre ſemanions of his. Proceedings, 
Ierſnites and their ow” 

is apparent, by the ſfequent Attempts 


been made 


- the fume; as alſa by His: Majeſties Second Proclamation, For the 
-- Wherecin mention- is made that the'oeca- 


Degarture of all Papsſts 


they not gone about ts 
or the Frineh Kang, they have 
him Cock-ſure already, and if they fail\ of 'thie others, we arc no' 
ways beboltding to: them; for-they (have dene whit they could do. 


|  Ratvonal | Hy-" 
ichs almoſt proved to' be' Mar- 
Aﬀperſons 
mo Reporrs, and m/- 
are raiſed and-encreaſed by the __ 
who lurk up and down in' the City, as 
t 


ſion of its: being, put forth, was, the Conterpe the Papiſts ſhewed of 


theforner, by firl contenuing in- London, 


to the' T envur of 


that Procluwation, And we need not queſtion but that they made 
uſe oftheis time in ſowing the ſereh of -Sedition and' Difioyalry mm: rhe 


hearts of the credulow Citizens. "Whine hall Iihy more to p 
my Country«men thav they are-under- ah: Infatnation whiln 


fade 


If they 


thus fuferctherlelves'to be gift inro their own Difiroftion, un- 
dev a pretence' of Redve ſo? T'menn, whilftthey ſo: readily enter- 


tain Fealowſrer, and vent their: SuFiormy concerning the Ptoreed- 


ings 


L 4 
——_—__l__—___ 
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' with which the Crown :and Scepier. are. 
all thoſe Grudges,, Murmurings, and. Jealoykies that ariſe among 


Supreme Power , 
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of His: Majeſty, ſtyling him. « bad welths-man that 
NG er 4s great a credulgty as t One more kn 
offer: to ptr before I. pedo | 6 


It may be obſerved, that this dilcontented, infolent Zlunony has 
Infeted the whole World in one meaſure or other, ſcarce a Na- 
tion to be found wherein ſome do nop. find "ouſt with the, Paliexcal 
Method of their Governourg, and accordi eparts axe one 
up and down [ris lihe. by ſome, we Cunning LT can 
Weakneſs in-this Counſel, his Tyranny or fa: hat / 
that Iethis Conſultations and Adtions be never Io wiſe, and condy- 
cive to the Publick Goog, yet his SubjeRts ſhall have contrary 
Thoughts of a being ſeduced and deluded by theſe falſe Ru- 
monrs, the Offifr me Trayterons Cabal, fucks the, Ze/rutes 
may be _—_E _ we t produce. Iaſtances in .qyr: own: 
Nation, and = hats , oF this truth ; That the Day Power 
Has been under an Univerſal Odium among the //; n af- 
olds 4 ix4s known that He manag'd Thix s well _ while; bile; 
So.thatit.is not alwayS1a real Pants in-the Prince that isthe | 
of Woh Cenſures,, meerly. the d:femper'd; Minds. q cue the 
Vulgar. 

And this I preſume will appear more probable , if it be conſi- 
dered that moſt generally it is only the hafer and moſt ignorant 
fort. of the. people are gnilty of this Cer/ergo, Fea. who haye i 


0 Relig wblimity that cabelliſhes, the and Co 

es, but from their Infancy Jabibe /orgid {vent 4 _ 

PF batreq of w Ray's fintyre with ane, or any ways 
ings 


favours of Royal Magnifigence, imagringall thing ould be done 
in porn mean ſimple way that they are uled.to in- their Domeſfick 
Aﬀaits, bal Phanteſms of Pulitigal Expgencics are mitiated with 
the Her' 0 Y Lag ayipl Concergs, 3 }& af engrols. their Care and 
laſpetiony 6 Jntrignes of: mn oo peralel wiih 
rhoſe of a private Hangs or, Grprais inal 's 
xp toe and av 15, were iznate </reliſholghe 


the 7 ulger; for when, any. thing is ſagge/led' that refieAs vpon.the- 
= yg 4 pes ra jych,  muonel gion 
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in men, it 'awkens and exGites it into coativity, which corimon- 
fy prodittes a ſtrong byaſs in the- Ylgar to jelouſic, {o that ever 
after, they are apt to be born down into a Credulity of any thing 
that repreſents the Supreme Power in a poſture of Tyranny, and by 
the weight of their own abje& Minds are ſogn ſunk into Cenſor:- 
ouſneſs and the depth of verbal diſloyalty. 

But methinks this vile depreſſion and ſubmerſion of the Vulgar 
ſhould (like the Alternate ſubſiding Balance ) help to buoy up 
the generous mind : For if only the /algar be the-men that moſt 
generally cenſure and condemn the Attions of their Prince, a wile 
man will impute it to their Clownifh Ignorance and Moroſity, and 
will follow the Examples of the more Acute and Benign Intelli- 
gences, who will not proftitute the Myſteries of State to their own 
erroneous Judgments, but deny themtelves a liberty ſo conſtantly 
reſulting from a Servitude to the worlt of Paſſions, and ſo fre- 
quently introducing a Slavery to the baſeſt of Rebels. *Tis true, 
it may fall out ſometimes, that perſons of good quality and ac- 
\ compliſhments may yet have very ill thoughts of a Prince, who 
-no ways deſerves it, but this is but feldom, and rhe for the moſt 
part "tis their fortune and quality in the World has made them 

been thought fit Judges of ſuch Matters rather than any real qua- 

lification of the Mind ; for it has been experienced in other Lands, 

. that men who (whilſt they have lived privately and unconcerned) 
have had no great Vogue among thoſe that knew them for any 

ſhrewdneſs of Judgment, have yer acquired that Commendation, 

by being publickly rebeliow, their being really and notoriouſly de- 
 praved, 'rendring their wiſdom conſpicuous, but it was but only 
tothem that had-but a ſmall ſhare of it, or common honeſty them- 

ſelves; for to knowing perſons they appear'd only as Uſurpers of 

the Title [Vie] poſſeſſing it by no natural propriety, which is 

evidenced m that their Judgments in- all thoſe matters which are 

vibe prepiirationsto a capacityof being a Critick in Scare Af- 

© fatrs, have been found very deficient :" There is required indeed a 
" naturally aRive'Spjrit, before a man, evento the ſhallow Vuſgar, 
can pretend with any colour ofreaſon to judge of thoſe high mar- 
rers; now this ativity of Spirit however otherwiſe uncultivated, 

yet if it ean but diſcover its ſelf ina aggtipus management of Do. 

' weſtick buſineſſes; or the ordinary” Aﬀairs between raan and wan ; 
tis 
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is ſufficient in the eye of the YVulgar, who meaſure all Accom- 
pliſhavents by their own, and think him a very valuable man who 
exceeds thefin ſuch ordinary trivial matters, though they flight 
aff! contemn Perſons of higher Endowments , becaufe they are 
above their narrow Apprehenſions; but the other they will eſtcem 
fit for any thing, even to manage-Kingdoms if need be, and theit 
eſtimation will be encreafed if to their natural fagacity in ſome 
things there be added a Confident Deportment in reference to higher 
Concerns : Thus Coblers by being ſharp, ative Fellows, and by 
a little Converſe with Hiſtory, have gained ſometimes on the //ut- 
£ar lo asto be raiſed by ſuch d:forderly Rabbles to high preferment , 
only on the account of their loud rat/ing out of hard Names of pla- 
ces, ard great men in foreign. Countries : fuch Pedantick Tricks 
have recommended many to the unskilful, as very able men, well 
verſed in Political Marrs, and he could not be thought lefs than a 
Strates-man who would embelliſh his Difcourle with thoſe lofty 
Strains, wherein cither ſome of the Poliſh 7;his, Ekes, Oshis or Uſe 
kis made up each Period. Such ſublime pedantry as this is often 


= 


adopted by the amaz'd Yalgar for ſublime wiſdom ;, whereas in - 


the truth it is but the gariſh d:5play of a volatile Fancy : and bee 
cauſe that effeminate faculty is for the. moſt part predominant a- 
monp the lower orders of Mankind, they are ſnatched into a con- 
ſent and ſympathetical adherence to any thing that is tintured 


with it. | 
Thus the ſlight and unfolid Rberorications of an ordinary cok 
fident Critic, dragg the ſupine Vulgar into the filth of Cenſoriouſ- 
neſs and civil blaFhemy of things they know not, making them to 
ſet their Mouths againſt the Heavens, and with a Train of their im- 
pudert Lyes, like Lacifer the Father of Lyes, todethrone the Stars 
if it were poſſible. And irheſe are ſomewhat a kintothoſe whom 
ift the Fifth Pape ofthis Treatiſe I call by the Name of Srate-Fana- 
ticks, a whinmliical race of people that the Feſuires ſeduce, by. in- 
ſuſmg into therti an ;2chanring Ferment, a Hotch-potch of State- 
Ferefres drawn from Caſuiſts, Civilians, and corrupted Devines : 
Not thar I think every onie that talks about theſe things to be vers'd 
in the whole Syſtem of fuch Feſuitical Dottrines, for as I have above. 
ſaid, may illiterate petforis niliy'gain the Credit of, being States- 
men amonp the Falgar by fotric Pedantich. Tricks, as wveluble diſ- 
F courſe, 
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courſe , confident deportment , and the ,like,/ who yet may be alto- 
g:ther devoid of any ſmattering. in that other Learning but yet. 
there are toq too many whole Fancies being parturient, verifie, 
that in the Civil Law which my Lord\/Verulam. obſerved of Phi- 
loſophy, 4 little of which will make a man an. Atheiſt : for theſe 
Semti- Civilians, like thoſe Philoſophaſters, (it down contented with 
that ſmall diſcovery the firſt Stage gives -them ir. the Law of Na: 
ture and Nations, and ſo make falſe concluſions, couching the 
moſt copious Hypotheſes and Queſtions within the narrow limits of 
their Inchoate knowledge, e{pecially being blinded by . their ſedu- 
cinz Guides, the Jeſwites,. and falfly perlwaded that all Secular 
Sczence was contained in that Fragment they were acquainted with, 
( like the Raſticks who think the utmoſt. limits of the World cx-. 
tend no- farther then the. Margin of the viſible Horizon) whereas 
if they had the paticace to go on, and thcir Underſtandings were 
not.darkned, they would find that each ſtep enlarged their pro- 
ſpe, till they had gone over. the whole Sphere of Political Wiſ- 
aom, returning to the Point. whence they ſet forth,. where they. 
might recolle& with themſelves, that as in.all Orbs, fo in this 
Circle of Humane Learning, there was a viciſſitude of Superiori- 


ty; that is, they who have compleated their Knowledge and fi- 


miſhed their Dilquiſitions in the truth, may yet remember how 


variouſly they have altered their opinions of things, according t0- 


the ſtrength or weakneſs of Arguments occurring in their way, 
and therefore ought not to be dazled into a. baſty tmplicite Al- 
ſent to any thing by its vigour and flaſhy -light, without examining 


or making a Scrutiny, whence the Ray proceeded, whether from. 


Heaven or Hell, ( for. that has its counterfeit Beams alſo.) 
To make my. meaning more plain, It is. well known that many 
Mechanick perſons of otherwile jcjune IntelleAts, will yet pretend 


to a ſmack in that ſpurious mixture of Democratical Policy-that is, 


pickt ont of ſome Heathen Writers, fome .Papiſts, and not a few 
Proteſtants, and all Incorporated into. one Maſs, and Informed by 
that Soul of Atheiſm and Hereſie, Mr. Hobbs: Theſe Mechanicks. I 


fay, will infit on the Notions of Natural Liberty. and Supremacy 


in the people, and ſuch like ſtuff, having Imbid'd theſe Principles 
either immediately. from Books , or from their Converfe with 
men who have read thoſe Books, which though they have gone 

Incognito 


— Oi nn M 
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Tacognito for good Orthodox Proteſtant Writings, yet are often- 
times diſcovered, or at leaſt may very reaſonably be fuſpe&ed to 
bethe Produtt of a Feſuites Brain. However, it is certain ſuch 
Books are written and entertain'd by many ſeeming intelligent per- 
ſons, and no queſtion but the Feſxutes have ſeconded them with 
their perſonal Inſinuations among the Gentry ; ſo that theſe He-' 
refietare grown almoſt Epidemical, an1 therefore by conſequence: 
the whole Land muſt' neeJs incur the Peſtilential Infeftion : hence 
proceed all thoſe heart-burnings, and their evil effe&s, ſuch as 
bitter and unfavoury Expreſſions, belch'd out againſt His Majeſty, 
and his Proceedings, enough to make any 'other Prince Nauſeate 
the unmannerly and ungrateful Vulgar ; but our Gracious Soverai 
has from his firſt /:/a4«2uration to the Throne, habituated himſelf to- 
Clemency, and unparallePd row. 3 Candonr to his Swbjetts, never re- 
venging himſelf for. all the barbaroms cruelty his Father or Himſelf- 
have undergan.. ID BONG 25 
But I forget that it is an Eſſay I am writing, and yet I have no-+ 
reaſon to de ſo, the very Immethodical Style might- put-me in. 
mind of.that : And indeed were] not conſcious of its being Com- 
menſurate to an Eſſay, I would beg the Readers excuſe- for Pub- 
liſhing ſo confuſed a Colleft:on of Thoughts,” However this I may 
ſay, That though it be void of Symwetry, yet: that deficrency is- 
made up in the maltitude and validiry. of its Arguments, which 
though ſcattered without Order in the Difcour/e, may yet be redu-- 
ced toit by the att;ve and ſagacions mind, the diſoynted parcels: 
being by that penetrating vertue ſetled, and by: IntelletFual. Liga- 
ments united in their proper reſpeRs and uſes to the deſign of the-. 
whole SCHEM E, 


- POSTSCRIPT. 


FT Hat the [{cerming Extravagancies in the Style « thi Eſſay, m4 
 1- be the La Sh —_ ed by the Td, : The Jinhor 
thought himſclf concerned to add a word or two to what he had ſaid 
in the Preface to theReader, for he # bold ro.prefeſff his Hopes, that 
this Short, Diſcourſe though in never ſo dd and exotich a Dreſs, 
may frmnd Acce ptance wiſe 45 others concerning the ſame SubjeRt, 
only digetted into a different form, are entertained by their proper 
Genius for there are certain Occult AttraQtives in all Treatilfs 
which will captivate the Minds, of thoſe men who are preparcd with 4 
Gernefpendens Guſt ; and all this reſults from the varions 1diopathies 
in lapſed 8Aankgnd , which are apt to Incurvate the Choice of Right 
Realm, and to 8raniport them in. their Cooice, by Impulſes from pe- 
culiar Springs in the inferlour partial Faculties of the Soul, whether 
there. ford by, Nature ,,: Education , Providence, or Chance * And 
ſonce this-15 ſo, thy ſhould 7 be loth to venture this Picce abroad,” upont a 
mifpriſien of it 5 being Impolite or whimſical, and ſo unpalatable to the 
Nice Geniusof this Age, that louts te Inxuriate in thoſe delicious 
Graces of Speech, which the Freneh call La cadence des periodes; 
I fay,,why ſhould tbe. unſuitableneſs of my ſtyle by being refletted on 
header me from publiſhing this Eflay, ſince it 15 commbyly experiented 
that the . moſt oxiiaze Treaties and thoſe of the ſweeteſt reliſh to ſome, 
aro found by Experience to be Nanſeated by others. And what mat- 

rer #5 it for the Ste, provided there. be truth at the bottom. 


